
Introduction to the guide

The following pages constitute a varied selection of resources for students (including 
professional researchers, who should also consider themselves students!) of academic 
philosophy. Most of these are online – either freely available on the public internet or 
via a log-in, which your institution – as one awarding degrees in philosophy – should be 
expected to offer. 

The clickable table of contents on the right of each page of the guide shows how the list is 
classified and structured. 

Reference works in print are useful resources to be found in your institution’s library, 
comprising both general works and ones dedicated to specific branches of philosophy. 

The online resources listed range from the top scholarly philosophy journals available 
via the JSTOR database (log-in required), to sites curated by dedicated scholars hosting 
mostly written content – including original texts or translations – through to podcasts and 
interesting Twitter accounts. 

While this resource guide is by no means comprehensive or complete it does contain 
many essential and many more simply useful sources of reliable and respected 
information on philosophy and philosophers. 

What it does not do is list key monographs (books on a single topic) for the different 
subject areas in philosophy, as this would considerably increase its scope. Reading lists of 
recommended texts will be provided by course tutors. 
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Reference works in print
Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, Robert Audi (Ed)
ISBN: 052163136X/Publication Date: 1999
Authoritative and acclaimed one-volume dictionary of philosophy with contributions from over 400 authors and good coverage of Continental and non-
Western philosophy. Also available online in British Library reading room with reader pass. 

Concise Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Prof. Edward Craig and Edward Craig (Eds)
ISBN: 0415223644/Publication Date: 2013
A recently updated concise edition of Routledge’s definitive ten-volume encylopedia with more than 2,000 accessible entries with extensive cross-
referencing. 

Dictionary of Philosophy, (Penguin Reference)
ISBN: 0141018402/Publication Date: 2005
An alternative dictionary to the Cambridge with contributions from over 100 leading philosophers. 

Encyclopedia of Philosophy, (Macmillan Reference)
ISBN: 002865790X/Publication Date: 2005
Credited by Booklist as “the best and most comprehensive English-language reference source for philosophy.” 

Encyclopedia of Social Theory, (Sage, 2 vol. set), George Ritzer (Ed)
ISBN: 0761926119/Publication Date: 2004
The most comprehensive reference resource for social theory, including Marxist theory, critical theory, feminism, postmodernism. Over 280 entries. plus a 
master bibliography.  

Fifty Major Philosophers: a reference guide, Diane Collinson
ISBN: 0415031354/Publication Date: 1987
An introduction to the pillars of Western philosophy from Aristotle to Wittgenstein, including guides to further reading. 

Oxford Companion to Philosophy (2 ed.), Ted Honderich (Ed)
ISBN: 0199264791/Publication Date: 2005
Discusses all aspects of philosophy as well as the lives and works of the great philosophers. Comprised of almost 2,000 entries contributed by 249 
philosophers. Also available online in British Library reading rooms with reader pass. 
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Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy (2 rev. ed.), Simon Blackburn
ISBN: 0199541434/Publication Date: 2008
Accessible articles on topics ranging from Aristotle to Zen by Professor Simon Blackburn, including biographies and a chronology from 10,000BCE to the 
present day. 

Philosophy of Science, an Encylopedia (Routledge, 2 vol. set), Sarkar and Pfeifer (Eds)
ISBN: 0415939275/Publication Date: 2006
130 essays by an international team of leading scholars provide up-to-date thinking on both venerable and contemporary topics.  

Political Philosophy A-Z, Jon Pike
ISBN: 0748622705/Publication Date: 2007
A comprehensive yet concise guide for students of political philosophy explaining the key theories and their proponents. 

Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edward Craig (Ed)
ISBN: 0415073103/Publication Date: 1998
Ten-volume definitive reference work. Searchable version available online by institution login (see Online resources/websites/encyclopedias…). 
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Online resources
 > Databases

JSTOR
by institution login
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk

Specific key journals via JSTOR
ranked using www.scimagojr.com

Ethics (OUP)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=ethics
An international journal of social, political, and legal philosophy, founded in 1890 and concerned with publishing accessible contributions to 
contemporary theory. 

The Philosophical Review (Duke University Press)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=philrevi
In continuous publication since 1892 and, according to a note in its first issue, “an absolutely free organ, national and international, of general 
Philosophy.” 

Noûs (Wiley)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=nous
Named after the ancient Greek term for mind or intellect, this journal has a broad, pluralist approach and is noted for the quality of its book reviews. 

Mind (OUP)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=mind
One of the leading journals for over 100 years presents the best thought in a wide range of topics. 

The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science (OUP)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=britjphilscie
Concerned with applying philosophical methods to specific scientific developments as well as more general questions regarding the nature of scientific 
knowledge and objectivity. 
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Analysis (OUP)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=analysis
Quarterly journal published since 1933 specialising in short discussions of problems in the analytic tradition. 

The Philosophy Quarterly (OUP)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=philquar
One of the most respected philosophy journals is proud of publishing articles, discussions, reviews and essays on the full range of philosophical topics 
while maintaining accesibility for students. 

The Journal of Philosophy (Journal of Philosophy, Inc.)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=jphilosophy
Stated mission, “To publish philosophical articles of current interest and encourage the interchange of ideas, especially the exploration of the borderline 
between philosophy and other disciplines.”

Philosophy of Science (University of Chicago Press)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=philscie
Since 1934, “dedicated to the furthering of studies and free discussion from diverse standpoints in the philosophy of science.”

Journal of Philosophical Logic (Springer)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=jphillogic
Investigating logic in all its forms and applications, extending to computer science, artificial intelligence, linguistics, jurisprudence, economics and 
political science. 

Synthese (Springer)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=synthese
Concerned with theory of knowledge, scientific method and philosophy of science with a specific focus on mathematical, logical and linguistic methods 
in the sciences. 

Erkenntis (Springer)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=erkenntnis2
Specialising in analytic philosophy such as epistemology, philosophies of science, logic and language, but also publishing articles from philosophers 
outside this tradition. 

American Philosophical Quarterly (University of Illinois Press)
www.jstor.org.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/action/showPublication?journalCode=amerphilquar
Dedicated solely to articles, APQ’s editorial policy is to publish “substantial work of high quality, regardless of the school of thought from which it derives.” 
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OTHER DATABASES
PROJECT MUSE
by institution login
http://muse.jhu.edu.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/browse/philosophy
Full-text scholarly journals from over 120 of the world’s leading scholarly societies and university presses. 

Oxford Bibliographies / Philosophy
by institution login
www.oxfordbibliographies.com.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/obo/page/philosophy
A tool designed for online researchers providing authoritative guidance and the best features of a high-level encyclopedia and a bibliography. 

Oxford Handbooks Online
by institution login
www.oxfordhandbooks.com.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/browse?t1=ORR:AHU02720
OHO describes itself as the home of scholarly research reviews, a collection of handbooks covering 14 subjects. 

Philosopher’s Index
by institution login
www.reading.ac.uk/library/eresources/databases/lib-philosophers-index.aspx
Indexes and abstracts from philosophy books and journals from 1940 to the present. 

EBSCOhost / Religion and Philosophy Collection
by institution login
www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/rlh-journals.htm
Access to a wide-rangining collection of magazines and journals. 

Proquest / British Humanities Index
by institution login
www.proquest.com/products-services/bhi-set-c.html
Bibliographic database of the humanities ranging from 1962 to the present. 

Web of Science Core Collection / Arts & Humanities Citation Index
by institution login
https://apps.webofknowledge.com/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=S1vnZSvNIhmstL2WABs&preferencesSaved=
Over 1,100 journals indexed plus articles from more than 6,000 science and social science journals. 
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Online resources
 > Websites

AUDIO / VIDEO
Agora Publications
http://agorapublications.com/catalog
Spoken versions of classic philosophy texts inspired by the discursive, dialectical nature of Plato’s Dialogues. 

BBC Radio 4 In Our Time philosophy archive
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr
A collection of the popular radio discussion programme’s philosophy output on more than 90 topics. 

Apple iTunes U
www.apple.com/itunes
Via the free app (Windows/Mac) available from the link above (and from the Apple App Store for iOS devices), curated programmes of philosophy materials 
from top education providers including Stanford University and the University of Oxford. 

Philosophy at Bristol 
http://philosophyatbristol.blogspot.co.uk
Podcasts by the university’s philosophy department’s staff for general interest. 

Philosophy Bites
www.philosophybites.com
More than 300 podcasts of “top philosophers interviewed on bite-sized topics… ,” with a particular focus on practical philosophy such as ethics and politics. 

Philosophy TV
www.philostv.com
@philosophytv
Web videos of philosophical dialogues on a wide range of topics, “uncut, unscripted and unedited.” 

TED (Talks) / Philosophy
www.ted.com/talks?page=1&sort=newest&topics%5B%5D=philosophy
The popular presentation platform’s philosophy talk archive, now approaching 50 videos. 
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BRITISH LIBRARY
*In BL reading rooms (St Pancras and Boston Spa) with a reader pass. 

Main catalogue
http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=BLVU1
Search over 57 million bibliographic records in the BL’s main catalogue, or search its website. 

Bloomsbury Guide to Human Thought*
Online access to Bloomsbury’s 1993 book (ISBN: 978-0-7475-0991-2), edited by Kenneth McLeish, that includes a great variey of terms relating to the ideas 
that have affected human development through the ages. 

The Oxford dictionary of philosophy*
Online access to articles ranging from Aristotle to Zen by Professor Simon Blackburn, including biographies and a chronology from 10,000BCE to the present 
day. 

Zetoc*
http://zetoc.mimas.ac.uk
Search 20,000 research journals held by the British Library. Also by institution login. 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS / DICTIONARIES
Dictionary of Philosophy (1942)
www.ditext.com/runes/index.html
Dagobert D Runes’s classic reference work edited in hypertext by Andrew Chrucky. 

Encyclopædia of Religion and Ethics (1926)
https://archive.org/details/EncyclopaediaOfReligionAndEthics.Hastings-selbie-gray.13Vols
This 13 volume reference work was published between 1908 and 1926. Now available via the Internet Archive and Google Books. 

Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy
www.iep.utm.edu
A widely recommended and peer-reviewed internet resource; general editor James Feiser. 
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Macmillan Encyclopedia of Philosophy
http://goo.gl/bVRVTi
Credited by Booklist as “the best and most comprehensive English-language reference source for philosophy.” Via Gale Virtual Reference Library,  
by institution login. Also available in BL reading rooms with reader pass. 

Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy Online (REP Online)
www.rep.routledge.com
By institution login. Also available in print (ten volumes), Edward Craig (Ed), (See Reference works in print). 

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
http://plato.stanford.edu
An up-to-date online reference work by scholars around the world. 

NEWS
Conal conference alerts / Philosophy
www.conferencealerts.com/topic-listing?topic=Philosophy
Comprehensive list of forthcoming international conferences, by date. 

The Philosopher’s Magazine online
www.philosophersmag.com
An independent quarterly publishing articles by professional philosophers. Subscription required for print edition but some articles available free online. 

Philosophy News
www.philosophynews.com
Informing the philosophy community, both professional and lay, about trends, news and events. Features written, audio and video content. 

Philosophy Now (magazine)
philosophynow.org
@PhilosophyNow
“A magazine of ideas.” Subscription required for print and full digital editions but some articles available free online. 
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PHILOSOPHERS
Guide to the world’s philosophers
www.philosophers.co.uk
A free online guide to some of the world’s great thinkers. 

Luciano Floridi
www.philosophyofinformation.net
@Floridi
Logician-cum-self-styled philosopher of information has his eye on the future. 

Marxists internet archive
www.marxists.org
A comprehensive free resource on Marx and his legacy. 

Karl Popper Web
www.tkpw.net
Dedicated to the influential philosopher of science. 

Bertrand Russell Archives
www.mcmaster.ca/russdocs/russell.htm
Homepage for the Russell Archives at McMaster University. 

Thomistic Philosophy
www.aquinasonline.com
Excellent free resource for Aquinas scholars. 

Wittgenstein’s Gesamtbriefwechsel, complete correspondence (InteLex Past Masters)
http://goo.gl/2NHCx5
By institution login. The collected letters of the great twentieth-century philospher. 

There are many other societies dedicated to particular philosophers. Search for their name plus the word “society” or “association”.
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PUBLISHERS
Cambridge Companions Online / Philosophy, Religion and Culture
http://goo.gl/WoSfRU
By institution login. Cambridge companions are specially commissioned essays for non-specialists that provide introductions to a wide range of intellectual 
figures and topics. 

Oxford Scholarship Online
www.oxfordscholarship.com.idpproxy.reading.ac.uk/browse?t1=philosophy
By institution login. OSO is a leading academic research resource offering full access to scholarly works in 20 subject areas, including philosophy. 

REPOSITORIES / WORKS
British Philosophy: 1600-1900 (InteLex Past Masters)
http://goo.gl/evBWhJ
By institution login. Online editions of Past Masters titles including classic works by Bacon and Hobbes and commentaries on the empiricists Locke, Berkley 
and Hume. 

Cogprints / Philosophy
http://cogprints.org/view/subjects/phil.html
Digital repository for scholarly articles on philosophy, subdivided into eight topics, with philosophy of mind being particularly well represented. 

The Internet Classics Archive (MIT)
http://classics.mit.edu
441 Greco-Roman works, plus some Chinese and Persian, in English translation. 

Philosophers’ Imprint
www.philosophersimprint.org
“A refereed series of original papers in philosophy” published in the spirit of the Open Access movement, published by librarians. 

PhilSci Archive – an archive for preprints in philosophy of science
http://philsci-archive.pitt.edu
Pre-print archive for philosophy of science promoting the “rapid dissemination of new work.” 
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Project Gutenberg / Philosophy
www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Philosophy_(Bookshelf)
Free digital editions of classic texts, including many in their original languages and translation. 

SOCIETIES / JOURNALS
American Philosophical Association
www.apaonline.org
US advocacy group for philosophy and philosophers. Good job information. 

Austrian Ludwig Wittgenstein Society
www.alws.at
Site dedicated to the Vienna-born philosopher with a good deal of material in English. 

British Society for the History of Philosophy
www.york.ac.uk/philosophy/bshp/
Website for this group, which promotes understanding of the history of philosophy in Britain and holds an annual conference. 

British Society for the Philosophy of Science
www.thebsps.org
This body is dedicated to the study of philosophy of science in Britain and also holds an annual conference. 

Film Philosophy
www.film-philosophy.com/index.php/f-p
@filmphiljournal
An interesting peer-reviewed open access journal that unites film studies and philosophy. Published three times a year. 

HYLE – International Journal for the Philosophy of Chemistry
www.hyle.org/index.html
Also peer-reviewed and open access, dedicated to exploring all philosophical aspects of chemistry. 

International Berkley Society
http://georgeberkeley.tamu.edu
US-based society promoting the works of Irish immaterialist Bishop Berkley. 
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Oxford Philosophical Society
www.oxfordphilsoc.org
Not affiliated with the city’s venerable university, a membership community of amateur philosophers promoting various local activities and events. 

Royal Institute of Philosophy
http://royalinstitutephilosophy.org
A charity dedicated to the advancement of philosophy in the UK. Publishes Philosophy and Think, and holds public lectures around the country. 

OTHER RESOURCES / LINKS
Alex Catalogue of electronic texts
http://infomotions.com/alex/
A very useful collection of open access and other public domain literature in English, including western philosophy. 

Anarchy Archives
http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/archivehome.html
Describes itself as “An online research centre on the history and theory of anarchism.” Lots of information on this often misunderstood field of political 
philosophy. 

Complete university guide / Philosophy
www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings?s=philosophy
League table of UK universities teaching philosophy. 

EpistemeLinks – philosophy resources on the internet
http://epistemelinks.com
No longer being updated but still a useful resource. 

Erratic Impact – philosophy research base
www.erraticimpact.com
Search philosophy resources by subject, philosopher and historical period, plus links to other resources. 
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Ethics Updates
http://ethics.sandiego.edu
Good free resource on all aspects of ethics providing many bibliographic references. 

Guide to philosophy on the internet (Suber)
http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/philinks.htm
No longer being updated but still a useful resource, including links to resources in other languages. 

Internet for Philosophy (Virtual Training Suite)
www.vtstutorials.co.uk/he/tutorial/philosophy
Free online tutorial for university students to improve their internet research strategies. 

LSE Philosophy Blog
www.lse.ac.uk/philosophy/department-blog/
Informal publication platform for the London School of Economics’ department of philosophy, logic and scientific method. 

Philosophy Pages (… from Garth Kemerling)
www.philosophypages.com
Useful free resource with unique content and links. 

Philosophy Pages – by Dieter Köhler
www.philo.de/Philosophy-Pages/
English-language homepage for a German-language link site, though many links are to English resources. 

PhilPapers
http://philpapers.org
Comprehensive philosophy index and bibliography, using crowdsourcing to monitor “all sources of research content.” 

Secular Web
http://infidels.org
Defending naturalism; contains libraries that can be searched by author and subject. 

Web resources related to consciousness, philosophy, and such – compiled by David Chalmers
http://consc.net/resources.html
As it says, a good list of curated links. 
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Online resources
 > Twitter accounts

Cambridge Philosophy
@CambridgePhilos
News from one of the UK’s top-rated philosophy faculties. 

Daniel Dennett
@danieldennett
Popular (and living!) philosopher of mind and cognitive science with interesting views on Darwinism and religion. 

LSEPhilosophy
@LSEPhilosophy
News from another of the UK’s top-rated philosophy faculties..

Philosopher’s Eye
@PhilosophersEye
News feed from Wiley Blackwell. 

Philosophy Faculty (University of Oxford)
@PhilFacOx
News from the UK’s top-rated philosophy faculty. 

Routledge Philosophy
@Routledge_Phil
News and offers from Routledge. 
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Reflection

The process of creating this guide to information resources was a relatively straightforward and satisfying one. The first stage was 
to review the examples of previous submissions on Moodle. From this a decision was made to present the guide in an interactive, 
screen-based format that could at least pass for being a set of webpages (ideally it would be a LibGuide). The subject philosophy 
was chosen as a field somewhat familiar to the author, who studied it at undergraduate level, albeit 20 years ago. Given this, it 
seemed that such students should be the primary target audience for the guide though, in practice, it could have a wider use, from 
interested amateurs to, perhaps, philosophy professionals. 

The next stage was to look for guides online, of which several good examples were quickly found:
• Textiles –         www1.hw.ac.uk/sbc/library/concisetextiles.html
•  Shipwrecks, etc. for chemistry students –    www.anmm.gov.au/learn/library-and-research/research-guides/guide-to-info-resources-on-

shipwrecks-corrosion-and-artefact-conservation
• UN documentation on human rights –   http://research.un.org/en/docs/humanrights/resources
• Cardiothoracic surgery –      http://harrell.library.psu.edu/content.php?pid=244186&sid=2017366

At least one example in an alterative, prose format was also discovered but discounted as a model to follow due to its being 
unsuited to the expectations of today’s typical undergraduate user, who will have grown up with hypertext on the web.:
• Ocean exploration –       http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1061&context=lib_ts_pubs
Not that there is anything wrong with prose as such but, for this sort of content – ie, references to other material – it was judged to 
be sensible to make that material as accessible as possible.

On the subject of accessibility, reviewing various resources guides for philosophy in English – typically provided by UK, US and 
Australian university philosophy departments and libraries, many of the resources they recommended required a log-in as the 
content was not freely accessible. Research confirmed that the resources listed on such guides were typically not available through 
City University library, which is not surprising given that philosophy is not taught there, except as it relates to other subjects. 
A successful application was made for SCONUL access to a local university library at an institution that does have a philosophy 
department (University of Reading). However, in almost all cases access to the resources listed in this guide requiring a log-in was 
achieved by using the credentials of a University of Reading staff member related to the author. 
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The relevant links are provided in this guide even though the markers of this assignment cannot be expected to have an equivalent 
log-in. That said, each of those resources would be attainable by other means and there should be enough bibliographic 
information in each case to allow the material in question to be found by another path. 

None of the resource guides harvested for links are included in this guide themselves but key examples are listed here:
• www.bristol.ac.uk/library/support/subjects/philosophy/#resources
• www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/webres/philguideres/philosophyguide.html
• https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/philosophy/
• http://libguides.reading.ac.uk/content.php?pid=610224&sid=5041238
• http://www.reading.ac.uk/philosophy/Usefulinformation/Useful_Links.aspx
• www.shef.ac.uk/library/subjects/subphil
• http://libguides.library.usyd.edu.au/content.php?pid=28063&sid=204470

Next time was spent investigating likely links and listing good ones in a Word document. Many links on the sites above, both to 
formal academic and more informal sites, were found to be broken. Furthermore, many of these less formal links sites themselves 
were found to contain many dead links. It was decided to add some of these to the guide but a note has been made about the fact 
that they are worthwhile resources, if no longer fully maintained. It is mainly for this reason that this exercise proved to be a 
satisfying one, in that the guide presented here, at least for the time being, is more complete and up-to-date than any found on the 
web during the process of completing this assignment. 

Once the Word document contained 90+ links and it seemed as if no key resources had been omitted, the author turned his 
attention to creating a useable guide. As the PDF format was listed as acceptable for submissions, this was the clear choice in order 
to present a web-like experience. This document was created in Adobe InDesign, with a page size typical of a laptop screen, and 
exported to PDF format, including internal links between the pages and external links to the web. All URLs in this document are 
live links and Adobe Reader should recognise them and launch them in the default browser on any computer on which this PDF is 
viewed (other PDF readers may behave differently). 

Reviewing the list of resources obtained led to the hierarchical classification structure represented by the table of contents on 
the right-hand side of each page. This was modified and refined as the sorting process progressed. The next, and rather time-
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consuming job was to write annotations for each of the references. Given the formal academic nature of this assignment the author 
avoided copy and pasting and used inverted commas in the relatively infrequent cases where phrases were taken from their 
sources verbatim. The annotations are deliberately succinct as the user would only need enough information to decide whether to 
click through at that moment or not. 

Finally, as noted in the guide’s introduction, the author has not attempted to list monographs in this assignment. If this guide 
were for a specific library then it should certainly be expanded to include at least the call numbers used in that library for relevant 
topics, perhaps in relation to reading lists provided by tutors.  As it is, like the real examples above, it concentrates on online 
resources to supplement the books in the library. 


